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Spring Fling 
Saturday, June 20 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

E-mail co-hrs@comcast.net  
or call 303-469-3240  

for directions.   
Be sure to indicate where 

you’re coming from. 
 
 

Deadline for contributions to the  
August 2009 Newsletter:   

July 10, 2009 
(Note: make submissions to nwco-

hrs@msn.com) 
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When: June 20 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Where:  12601 Lowell Blvd, Broomfield CO  80020 
 
We are still in the planning stages, but the Spring Fling Committee can 
guarantee tons of fun for you, your family, and your bunnies!  You can 
bring your rabbits and set them up in an x-pen on the lawn, or you can take 
them into the air conditioned Bunny Barn and leave them in carriers, or if 
you must, leave them at home, but come yourselves! 
 
Come early and stay late.  Exciting new exhibits this year are in bold: 

· Rabbitats Exhibit   
o Lots of creative ideas for “Rabbitats” (homes for rabbits), 

including: 
�� Safe passage for bunnies from house to outside, even when 

you aren’t home  
�� Indoor rolling runs 
�� NIC structures 
�� Cat Man Do outdoor setup 
�� Much, much more! 

o All kinds of “furnishings” for bunnies 
�� Litterless litterbox (a kind of septic system)  
�� Special hay boxes 
�� Digging boxes 
�� Tube-in-a-box 
�� And much more! 

o Cute cardboard hideaways made by various members for bunnies 
to hide in and destroy.  These, too, will be auctioned. 

· Clicker Trained Bunnies:  Brandon Stokes will talk about clicker 
training and will show what his bunnies have learned to do, 
including: 
o Hopping and walking on their back feet  
o Touching noses with him  
o Even going to the litter box when told to! 

· Informational Talks and Demos by our rabbit-savvy veterinarians  
(Your Aging Rabbit by Bill Guerrera, DVM, and Acupuncture by 
Mischa Rotkovich, DVM.) 

· "Ask a Vet" Booth  where you can chat with a knowledgeable vet 
about your bunnies 
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The Colorado House Rabbit Society is 
a nonprofit organization and its 
publication, The Bunny Runner, is 
copyright protected, and its contents 
may not be republished without written 
permission. 

 

Board of Directors 
Carol Thielen, President 
Kay Fritzsche, Secretary 
Katie Mowery, Treasurer 

Bea LeNoir, Director 
Nancy LaRoche, Director 
Beverly Endsley, Director 
Rachel Bellamy, Director 

Dr. Jerry LaBonde, DVM, Director 
 

The Bunny Runner is published 
quarterly and is included with an 
annual membership to the Colorado 
House Rabbit Society.  Membership 
information can be obtained by 
contacting the Colorado House Rabbit 
Society using the mailing address listed 
below, e-mail address, or visiting the 
website at www.coloradohrs.com. 

 

Applications, renewals, changes of 
address, and all other correspondence 
should be sent to: 

 

Colorado House Rabbit Society 
P.O. Box 238 

Broomfield, CO  80038-0238 
 

Or by e-mail: 
info@coloradohrs.com 

 

www.coloradohrs.com 
�  2009 Colorado House Rabbit 

Society 
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· Bunny Safety Exhibit where you can learn ways to keep your 

bunnies safe around the house 
· BIG SALE in the Bunny Burrow Gift Shop.  We have ordered 

some new items for the Fling and have taken markdowns on some 
of the existing merchandise   

· “Bunnies On A Budget” Thrift Booth  where you can purchase 
gently used bunny toys, goodies, runs, x-pens, and other treasures  

· Bunny Spa for soothing massages and nail trims for your pampered 
pals 

· Fabulous Food, with proceeds going to care for our shelter bunnies 
· Surprise Eggs with a chance to win some great prizes 
· Silent Auction (see more information below)   
· Contests and Drawings, including contests for your bunnies! 
· Used Toner/Cell Phone Recycling Contest (see more information 

below) 
· Photos of you and your bunnies 
· Nominations for ‘The Favorite Shelter Bunny’: The winning 

bunny will be featured in the next newsletter 
· Learn about our fundraising program called “Change a Bunny’s 

Life with Your Change”  (see more information below) 
· Rental Cages and Pens (or bring your own) so you can shop or 

visit without worrying about your bunnies 
· And once again, the “Ribbon Game,” where you collect others’ 

ribbons by getting them to say the words “bunny” or “rabbit” or any 
plural of those words. The person with the most ribbons wins a prize 

 
Need we say more? Mark your calendar for June 20 and binkie on down for 
a day of sun (we hope) and fun (we are sure) at the Colorado HRS Chapter 
Headquarters. 
  
If you would like to help at the Spring Fling for even an hour or two, please 
contact Kay Fritzsche at kay@coloradohrs.com or 303-770-5212.  We need 
people to staff the gift shop, groomers, massagers, contest coordinators and 
set-up/clean-up crews.  If you have some large tables or tents to lend, we 
could use them too. 
 
Additionally, beginning about two weeks before the Fling, we will be doing 
a Spring Cleaning.  We want to have everything spiffed-up before the big 
event.  If you would like to help clean, paint, etc. contact Nancy at: co-
hrs@comcast.net. 
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After the excitement of getting a pair of rabbits, are you disappointed with their lack of friendliness toward you? Do you 
feel like you’re just a caretaker, and that they give nothing back? If so, please contact Nancy at info@coloradohrs.com 
or leave a message for her at 303-469-3240. She will work with you to turn this situation around!  We’re not happy until 
YOU are happy! 
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We will once again have items for you to purchase via a Silent Auction. To make this a success, we need your help!  Please 
donate an item or service to be auctioned.  The donation does not have to be bunny-related. It can be any NEW item you may 
have around the house. You may also purchase something to donate.  Gift certificates for restaurants and grocery stores 
always sell very well.  If you can provide a service to be auctioned, that would be wonderful, too.  Ask your dry cleaner, hair 
stylist, or favorite restaurant for a gift certificate.  Donations may be left in Broomfield in the supply alcove or in the Bunny 
Burrow Gift Shop.  PLEASE COMPLETE A SILENT AUCTION DONATION FORM.  You may also make arrangements 
to leave your donations at the supply pick-up points. All items MUST be on location no later than June 19. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Konnie at: KonnieO@msgonline.com.   
 
Note: Unless arrangements are made in advance with Konnie, we sincerely request that your silent auction purchases be paid 
for and removed from the premises the day of the auction.  Also, per Colorado statute, we must charge Colorado sales tax on 
the winning bid. 
 
If you would like to help set up the auction tables or assist at auction table closing time, please contact Konnie. 
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Bring your used toner cartridges and old cell phones to the Fling and earn a chance to win a prize!  You have two chances to 
win. 
 
1. Everyone who brings a recyclable item will receive one entry coupon for each item, to draw for their choice of a bale of 
hay or a 50% off coupon for a Bunny Burrow Gift Shop item.  (If you choose the bale of hay, you do not have to take the 
entire bale at once.) 
 
2. The person who brings the most cartridges and cell phones will win a special prize! 
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While you are at the Fling, please take a special cup for the collection of your spare change.  Throw in all those coins, 
weighing down your pants and purse. When the cup is full, drop it off with a supply pick up person or bring it to the Bunny 
Burrow Gift Shop.  This will be an ongoing fundraiser with the funds earmarked for special projects, especially related to 
improvements to the foster bunny rooms. 

 
Our first project was recently completed.  Windows and skylights were installed in the bunny rooms, providing natural light 
and reducing our electricity bills. We also painted the foster bunny building.  We are still deciding what the next project will 
be, but it may be metal cage dollies for the crates.  These dollies will make cleaning much easier. 
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By Debby Schmidt, Satellite Manager 

 
Things were quiet at the Northeast Satellite this quarter. February’s income was so low it was almost frozen, mostly due to 
the lack of papaya for sale. However, sales breezed back up in March as the papaya returned in time for spring.  
 
Our annual event at Palmer Flowers was cancelled by the store. No other Easter Events were planned. 
 
There were no adoptions or new bunnies taken in by the satellite. At present we have 16 bunnies at the satellite. However, 
we have several applications and adoptions pending, so things are looking up for the spring months. 
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By Meadowlark Bielawski 

 

Some of you might remember me as Tracy; now my name is Meadow. I was adopted by a 
CO-HRS volunteer a while ago. I enjoy hanging out in my loft, snuggling, being kissed and 
petted, playing with my wire ball, and digging. I often keep busy shredding phone books on 
the bottom shelf of the bookshelves behind a chair. I have a passion for papaya tablets. I'm 
very feisty about them and even growl occasionally.  

In the daytime I enjoy lounging in the sun next to the deck door. At night I like to hide and play 
between the curtains and the door. When the weather is nice I enjoy supervised outings on 
the deck for fresh air and more digging. I live in Boulder with my guardian, my partner Clover, 

and an old cat who tolerates us and is probably mildly entertained by our antics.  

Some people might remember Clover as Tammy, who also lived at the House Rabbit Society for two or three 
years before her adoption. Clover looks like me except she is bigger and has lighter spots. She's the alpha 
female in our home. Although she grooms me frequently, she sometimes chases me and has even tried to chase 
the cat. She is the “watch-bunny”, always alert to anyone walking by outside and listening for any action. Clover 
is bold, quick to sniff and explore any new item within her reach; she just jumped up on the coffee table as this 
report is being written.  

Clover made herself at home very quickly, doing binkies within an hour after her arrival 
and now, every day. She always looks up to make sure any humans in the room are 
watching her athletic prowess as she dashes madly across the living room, zigzags in 
circles and shows off her pirouettes.  

Clover recently suffered a bout of GI stasis. We are so grateful to Nancy and the 
House Rabbit Society for saving her life and, of course, for rescuing both of us and 
taking care of us in our first few years. Binkies and bunny kisses to you!  

*&������%�����'�������������,���0���%�������������- ����%�����������*&������%�����'�������������,���0���%�������������- ����%�����������*&������%�����'�������������,���0���%�������������- ����%�����������*&������%�����'�������������,���0���%�������������- ����%����������� ����
It’s time once again to submit your photos for the 2010 CO-HRS Bunny Calendar.  It will be available for 
purchase at the Bunny Boutique in November.  Thirteen photos will be chosen.  There will be twelve photos for 
the calendar pages and one special photo for the cover-bunn.   

The cost to enter the contest will be $5.00 per photo, 2 photos for $9.00 or 5 photos for $20.00.  The twelve 
monthly page winners will receive a calendar.  The Cover-Bunn will receive a calendar and a $20.00 gift 
certificate for the CO-HRS gift shop, The Bunny Borrow. 

Every attempt will be made to limit the number of winning entries per person.  However, this is subject to the 
amount of entries that are received and the ability to enlarge the photos. 

Helpful hints: 
· High resolution photographs that do not pixilate when enlarged 
· Bright colors and sharp images 

To enter: 

On the back of the photo or digital disc include the following information: Name, Address, Phone number, Names 
of the bunnies in the photo. 

Glossy photos and jpg format for digital photos are  preferred.  

Please include a stamped/self-addressed envelope if you would like your photos/discs returned. 

Mail the photos AND payment to:  Kay Fritzsche C/O The Colorado House Rabbit Society, PO Box 238, 
Broomfield, CO  80038-0238 or leave them on her desk in Broomfield.  

If you would prefer to email your entries, email them to BOTH Bea and Kay at the following addresses: Bea 
Pettus at belindalenoir@cfl.rr.com and Kay Fritzsche Kay@coloradohrs.com.  Mail your entry fee to the address 
above, noting that the photos have been emailed.   If the entry fee has not been received by the September 1st 
deadline, your photos will be disqualified. 

The deadline to submit photos is:  September 1, 2009 
The Bunny Runner – May 2009 Page 4 
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“An old man walked up a beach littered with thousands of starfish, beached and dying 
after a storm. A young man was picking them up and flinging them back into the ocean. 
‘Why bother?’ the old man scoffed. ‘You’re not saving enough to make a difference.’ The 
young man picked up another starfish and sent it spinning back into the water. ‘Made a 
difference to that one,’ he said.” 
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One of the many amazing things about Colorado HRS is how everything 
manages to, one way or another, get done.  Volunteers come and go and yet 
the shelter continues on.  Sometimes a new face appears and we find 
ourselves asking, "Where did this person come from and how did they 
manage to find their way to us!"  Thus it is with great appreciation that we 
announce or newest recipient of the Starfish award, Pat Gustafson. 
 
When our wonderful Katie Mowery needed to take maternity leave, we were 
in a bit of a panic as to how we would keep up with the various accounting 
and financial tasks that Katie has graciously managed for us in the past. 
 Apparently the Bunny Gods and Goddesses were listening to us because 
they sent us Pat Gustafson.  Pat stepped up and took care of the weekly 
deposits and shelter tax responsibilities that are so important for keeping the 
shelter running.  The finances are one of the hidden areas of running the 
shelter that are incredibly vital to our bunnies' well being.  Without someone 
managing our finances, the bunnies would not be able to have light, heat, 
food, or vet care.  Every week Pat combs through all of those receipts, 

checking for accuracy (we have three different tax rates depending upon the items) and depositing the funds so 
that the bunnies are well taken care of.  In addition, Pat tracks where all of the money goes:  local memberships, 
national memberships, goods sold (subdivided into food/hay/gift shop), one time donations, monthly donations, 
bunny sponsors and special requests for medical help.  She is also the person who painstakingly manages our 
membership directory, entering and updating the data from the membership forms for both local and national 
memberships. 
 
In addition, Pat is a once-a-month shelter clerk AND she cleans crates every weekend.  Her keen eye for detail 
recently saved the life of one of our shelter bunnies: Joey.  When Pat was cleaning Joey and Melanie's crate, she 
noticed what appeared to be a drop of blood in their carrier.  She quickly brought this to Nancy's attention and 
Nancy realized that yes, this was blood, and it was coming from Joey.  He had a severe bladder infection and it 
was fortunate that it was noticed and treated before it progressed to an infection involving his kidneys.  This just 
illustrates how important it is for volunteers to act as "extra eyes" for the shelter bunnies. 
 
Pat, thank you for stepping up to help us out and giving us a hand in all of those areas where we have needed extra 
help.  From Joey and Homer and all of the shelter bunnies on the receiving end of your special TLC, extra thanks 
and binkies! 
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We currently have 33 rabbits (10 pairs and 13 singles) who deserve a second look. 
 
“Second Look” rabbits are rabbits with something about them making them less likely to get a home.  We 
categorize them as follows: 

· Bunnies Needing Extra Care 
· Bunnies Who Need Special People—older rabbits, shy rabbits, aggressive rabbits, etc. 
· Bunnies Denied Homes Because of Prejudice—large rabbits, rabbits with pink eyes, etc. 
· Bunnies Simply Overlooked—good, adoptable pairs who have been repeatedly overlooked, possibly 

because of where they are located in the shelter 
   
Rabbits who are older or likely to require medical care are eligible to become permanent fosters.  Our permanent 
foster program allows people with time and space to give these rabbits a home without concern for major medical 
expenses, as the chapter covers medical care for them. 
 
We are delighted to announce that the following “bunnies deserving a second look” are now in homes: 

 
Sugar Bunn and Bandero—older Luci—pink eyes 
Cathryn and Miles—Cathryn has pink eyes Aaron—pink eyes 
Sarah—big and pink eyes Hilary —pink eyes 
Gabby and Hannibal—Gabby has pink eyes Stormy and Calypso—simply overlooked 

 
SECOND LOOK RABBITS STILL WITH US 

 
Bunnies Who Need Special People  (these are all available as permanent fosters) 

Arwin and Aragorn —older 
Melanie and Joey—older 
Grace and Gregory—older  
Petey and Delilah—older and Delilah has pink eyes 
 

Bunnies Denied Homes because of Prejudice  
Rowena—pink eyes  Darby—big 
Amos and Aesop—Amos has pink eyes Callista and Camelia—pink eyes 
Icelandia—pink eyes Bianca—pink eyes 
Benji—pink eyes Henrietta—pink eyes  
Glenda—pink eyes Linus—pink eyes 
Allison—big and pink eyes  Ashley—pink eyes  
Andy and Ashes—Ashes has pink eyes Rastus—pink eyes 
Beans and Corwin—Corwin has pink eyes Bonny and Bobby—pink eyes 
Lilly —pink eyes  Skittles—pink eyes 
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Things have been very slow on our website this quarter due to our webmaster’s various computer problems, 
finally resulting in her getting a new machine. Having now finished restoring data and software, she is looking 
forward to catching up on various projects as well as keeping the Bunny Pages current again. She is very grateful 
for everyone being so patient and understanding while she was “computer-handicapped”! 
 

A recent email blast from our Co-Managers gave us the information about temperatures we all must know to help 
our rabbits in case of illness.  This information was added to the Home Page Popup found by clicking on You are 
risking the lives of your rabbits if you cannot...  (http://www.coloradohrs.com/risking_life.htm). 
 

This is such important information for all of us to know that we have also added the information in an article found 
in the Articles Page under the “Health Issues and Concerns” category.  The title of the article is “What You Must 
Know  to Save Your Bunny!” (http://www.coloradohrs.com/articles/medical_immediate-care.asp). 
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January Bunny of the Month 

Patches  
No Alcohol Was Used Taking This Photo 

Patches is a handful. She is a handful of love. She is a handful of cute. She is, most 
especially, a handful of personality! This little 3 ½ lb 2005 rabbit came into the shelter, 
saw the biggest, handsomest boy-bunn in the room and promptly got herself into his run 
to settle in with him as soon as our backs were turned. It was the "Odd Couple" in 
bunny-speak, with him being so big and her so small! 

For several months, they got along well. But after awhile, Patches' high energy level and 
somewhat bossy personality got the best of big ol' Elijah's laid-back personality. He 
really began to lose patience with her and finally just begged us to let him have a 

divorce. That suits Patches just fine. "And who", she says "needs a big, lazy galoot of a bunn just layin' around 
the crate all day anyway? Me? No way!  I'm a party girl - party, party, party, that's me! So get me outta here ; take 
me to your house and let me have a boy bunn I can really play with. I'm ready for some fun!" 

February Bunnies of the Month 
Stormy and Calypso  

Let us be your Valen-bunns!  
Stormy is Calypso's mother. These two are great friends and nice companions 
for each other as well as for humans. They were ousted from their previous 
home because there were just too many rabbits on the premises. This is 
certainly not their fault, but here they are, nonetheless, homeless.  

They have taken their new situation in good graces. It probably helped to come 
here together. Mama Stormy is the lovely gray and white bunny, larger at 9 ½ 
lbs. She was born in 2004 and gave birth to 5 ½ lb Calypso in 2006.  

These two are sharing a pen right now and would be happy to come to your home together. They just know they 
want to come home! They're looking for the people they know will make their bunny-dreams come true.  (Note: 
we are happy to say this pair has been adopted!  Hooray!!) 

March Bunnies of the Month 
Melanie and Joey  

Joey is a friendly and very handsome bunny. His first human caretaker became too 
ill to care for him, so he came to us to find another home. Lucky him, because he 
found the beautiful Melanie, who is also very friendly. She enjoys being petted and 
loves her Joey, too. Both born in 2003, these two 5 lb sweeties were placed with a 
family two years ago, but because of serious illness the human family members 
became too busy for the rabbits.  

Joey has held on to the hope that he is as lucky as can be. “Since I was lucky 
enough to find you” he wants to prove to Melanie, “my luck will find us a home just as quick as a leprechaun can 
jump over a rainbow.” We’re sure Melanie hopes Joey is right. 
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By Sandy McFall, Satellite Manager 

 
We have settled in comfortably to our wonderful new bunny barn.  Because I 
continue to call it the “bunny barn” despite several cute name suggestions, it’s 
now officially the Northwest Bunny Barn.  Chuck Duncan has made two 
wonderful folding rolling runs which we collapse down and take to PetSmart for 
our weekend booth.  Be sure to see Chuck’s rolling runs in the Rabbitat exhibit 
during the Spring Fling.  They are a huge time- and mess-saver, all the foster 
bunnies love them, and they are nice-enough to be quality furniture in your 
home.  
 
We adopted seven rabbits this quarter.  Zahara moved in with her sister Shilo 
(LoLo) and Dancer, Russell and Maria moved in with Mariah and Katrina Zerbe, 
Rosey and Kappa Kai moved all the way to Boulder with Sonya Leonard and 
Scot Corn, and recently widowed Cleopatra moved in with new hus-bunn Buddy 
and the Weber family.  We are very happy for these wonderful new families!  
Alex and Blake remain in Angie Hart’s foster home, and we suspect they are 
working their way permanently into the hearts of Angie and her boyfriend, John. 

 Tayla Collupy, 5, daughter of  
 volunteer Samantha Collupy,  
 cuddling Snow  
 
Additions this quarter include Russell, who was found by some nice people in Rifle and promptly brought to 
Grand Junction for rescue!  This adorable, personality-plus palomino-mix wasn’t here long before sisters Mariah 
and Katrina Zerbe fell in love with him.   
 
Tabatha Savage and Judith Hopper worked very hard to rescue three bunnies from a backyard neglect situation.  
All three rabbits were running free in the neighborhood, being chased by dogs and automobiles.  They had a 
network of burrows in the backyard which made catching them quite tricky.  Harmony and Saphira were 
captured first, and the third bunny eluded rescuers for several more days before finally allowing herself to be 
caught.  Tiny Maria, the most shy and unsocialized, was nevertheless the first of the three to go to a happily-ever-
after home with the dashing and entertaining Russell. 
 
Sadly, we lost a bunny in April to megacolon, a congenital abnormality of the colon that eventually prevents the 
formation of cecotropes and healthy processing of food.  The surviving partner Cleopatra is getting extra care and 
loving to help her through this time of grief. 
 
We currently have eight orphans looking for homes, including six of Rosey’s offspring who are about the 
sweetest, most agreeable bunnies we have ever fostered.  We are expanding our marketing with a new Petfinder 
account, Adopt-a-Pet account, and display books of our rabbits in the Glenwood Springs and Grand Junction 
Petco stores. 
 
For NWCO-HRS business, contact Sandy McFall or Tabatha Savage at 970-263-7775 or 970-263-8525. 
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Join Christie, our Chairbunn of Ways and Means on her very own web page 
http://www.coloradohrs.com/waysandmeans.asp to see the many ways you can  
help keep our foster bunns housed, fed, and homed with loving families! 
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by Beverly and Kerry Endsley 

 
A call had gone out for foster homes and I drove to the Colorado House Rabbit 
Society to take someone home.  I saw a beautiful 3 month-old mini lop, Daisy, in a 
pen Nancy said contained two bunnies.  This was an obvious mistake, as there was 
only one … until, after closer examination, I saw a little bit of tan fur.  Albert, at 5 
weeks old, was hiding under Daisy’s ear!  He looked way too young to be away from 
mom. 
 
Thus began our life with Albert.  After a week, we called and adopted Albert and 

Daisy.  Albert never complained, enjoyed all his treats, hay and greens and was a very neat boy.  He didn’t pick 
fights and blended in beautifully into all of the many bunny social groups that came about in his 9+ wonderful 
years with us.   When we lost our dear Daisy, Albert mourned and then continued on. 
 
In Albert’s last few years, he developed arthritis in his neck and back.  He happily took his meds and continued 
to spend his closely supervised “outside time” peacefully munching away on grass.  He welcomed our two 
Bernese Mountain dogs into the family. 
 
At the end of January, Albert and friends were playing one Sunday afternoon in my 
studio.  He looked a little off to me.  Albert had experienced a few “spells” and we 
were concerned.   He tolerated snuggling (I could never resist his beautiful 
chamois-colored Rex fur) but I can’t say he was a fan.  This time was different.  He 
relaxed into my arms as we sat in a chair under a blanket.  He gave me a few 
precious bunny kisses and all felt right with the world.  The next morning we were 
off to the vet and waiting for the blood work results.   That night I gave him a 
special treat…small pieces of apple, strawberry, and banana that he ate with great 
pleasure. 

 
The next morning, Albert was found lying next to his friend Scooshie.  Prince Albert 
taught us much about tenderness, kindness, and the fragility of life.  We will be forever 
grateful for the time he was with us and selfishly wish for more.  Albert will be sorely 
missed by his bunny, doggie, and people companions.   And I know his arrival over the 
rainbow bridge was greeted by much joy from Daisy and all of his bunny friends. 
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If you have never seen our Memorial Plaque, stop for a moment when you visit the Bunny Burrow Gift Shop.  The plaque is located 
just inside the front door.  Purchasing a plate for our Memorial Plaque is a great way to pay tribute to a special rabbit or person.  
Your donation helps care for the foster bunnies who are waiting desperately to make a difference in someone’s life just as the 
bunnies memorialized on the plaque have made a difference in the lives of the families who loved them.  If you would like to place 
a tribute on our plaque, please contact Kay Fritzsche at 303-770-5212 or Kay@coloradohrs.com. 
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Please be sure to use a rabbit-savvy veterinarian for the surgery.  Check our website for a listing of vets in your 
area. 
 
My little boy bunny is my special friend.  He follows me everywhere and circles me.  He is really funny.  Why 
should I get him a friend?  He seems perfectly happy with me. 
 
He probably is happy when you are with him.  But what about the hours of loneliness when you aren’t there?  
Rabbits are extremely social creatures who will befriend other species; however a bunny without a bunny friend 
is either lonely or bored, or both.  Your companionship is not the same as rabbit companionship (compare your 
time with your dog to your time with your husband … it is different!)  Rabbits need other rabbits for grooming, 
snuggling, sleeping during the day, and comfort.  We always pair our rabbits because we find rabbits who have a 
rabbit friend are healthier, happier, and in general, live longer.  A bored bunny can be a destructive bunny, and 
rabbits provide companionship for each other when you are away.  We find two rabbits is no more work than 
one, as they live in the same space, use the same litter box, eat from the same bowls; and in fact may be less work 
than one when you factor in the messes you won’t have to clean up!  If you think your boy bunny loves you now, 
wait ‘til you see how sweet he gets when he has a wife!  In some cases, a bonded pair will vie for your attention, 
each being a little jealous of the affection being given to the other.  However, in most cases, you need to be 
proactive in your relationship with them, because some pairs are so happy with their partner that they are willing 
to let you be their slave, and give nothing in return.  You need to insist on playing with them, individually, and 
together.  If you do this, you will have more than twice the pleasure of a single bunny. 
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I have two female bunnies who live together and love each other very much.  
Since they are both girls, why do I need to have them spayed? 
 
Unspayed females have an 80% probability of uterine cancer by the age of 
five years.  This is completely preventable.  Additionally, unspayed females 
are quite hormonal and this affects behavior and personalities.  Some 
unspayed females have “false pregnancies” where they pull out fur and 
make nests.  Until spayed their primary drive is to have babies.  You will not 
only be guaranteeing longer lives for your rabbits, you likely will be amazed 
at the sweet, gentle bunnies who emerge a couple weeks after surgery!   
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Over the last two years, so many of our members have enjoyed the ‘Happily-Ever-After’ tales sent in by 
families of our former bunny-residents, which are posted on our website feature "Look at Us Now!"  Over 200 
different people sign on every month to see each new story.  
 
Lately it seems as if we have run out of stories to share. If you have adopted from Colorado HRS, take a 
moment to send off an email telling a bit about your rabbits so we can all share in your rabbits’ success living 
in your forever home.  
 
You can email your story, short or long, with or without pictures, to starbucket@comcast.net or send it via U.S. 
mail to:  

HRS - Look at Us Now 
P.O. Box 238 
Broomfield, CO 80038-0238  
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The following 43 bunnies have arrived at the shelter since 
the last newsletter. 
 

Ruskin 
“Ruskin” means “little red one,” and we 
thought it appropriate for this adorable 
bunny (although he has grown browner 

with time).  Breeders took him to a vet to be killed 
because his right back leg was splayed, but a vet tech 
there asked that they let her have him.  Of course, she 
couldn’t keep him, but didn’t want him killed, so she 
brought him to us.  DOB: 11/08, 3 lb and growing (he will 
probably be about 5 lb when grown). 
 
Martha and Arthur   
“Marty and Artie,” an adorable pair of 
young Dutch rabbits, belonged to 
someone who suddenly didn’t want 
them when Marty delivered a litter of 
bunnies (what did they expect?)  They took them to the 
Summit County Animal Shelter, where someone 
knowledgeable warned them that Martha was probably 
already pregnant with another litter.  So they came to us in 
order to have her spayed right away.  These two are 
wonderfully friendly—a real double Dutch treat!  DOB: 
7/08 (both), both are close to 3 ½ lb. 
  

Oliver 
Oliver was a stray who had been at the 
Colorado Humane Society for a long 
time.  The folks there adored him but no 

one was interested in adopting a rabbit, so they asked us to 
take him.  Full of fun and energy, this little dark gray and 
white Dutch boy is not to be missed!  DOB: 2008, 3 ¾ lb. 
  
Chaucer 
This pretty white and gray bunny was 
a stray who went from the Larimer 
County Animal Shelter to the Humane 
Society of Boulder Valley, and finally 
came to us.  He’s wonderfully 
friendly, begging everyone who passes for attention.  Pet 
him and he’s in heaven!  DOB: 2008, 3 ¾ lb. 
 

Mikey 
This cute little Lionhead was found 
in a playground at an apartment 
complex.  He was easily picked up 
and taken into one of the apartments 
where he was cared for.  The woman 

who found him couldn’t find anyone to claim him, 
and although she wanted to keep him, she was 
already committed to move to a no-pets apartment.  
DOB: Late 2007, 3 ¼ lb. 

Esmerelda and Elkhart (not paired, but 
same history) 
These two had been in a 
horribly neglected state 
when they were rescued 

and taken to a shelter in Los Angeles.  There, 
they were cleaned up and cared for, but eventually, when 
room became scarce, they were to be killed.  People with 
Rabbit Match, who work with the shelter, loved them so much 
that they actually flew them to us to save their lives. 
Esmerelda—DOB: mid-2007, 5 ¼ lb; Elkhart—DOB: 2007, 4 
¾ lb. 
 

Rastus 
“Rastus” means “Beloved”.  This 
beautiful, satin ruby rabbit arrived 
covered in scabs from his nose all the 
way to the middle of his body.  

Apparently, he had forced his way through slats in a broken 
down hutch, or a fence of some sort, scraping his body badly 
to escape. We don’t even want to imagine what horror made 
him so frantic to leave.  The scabs all healed beautifully, and 
his incisors were removed because they were maloccluded.  
He is now the friendliest bunny in the shelter – not only does 
he lick people’s hands, but he sucks their fingers!  DOB: 
2006, 5 ¾ lb. 
 

Lucky 
Left in the backyard when his people 
abandoned their home, this poor fellow 
seemed doomed to die of cold, fear, 
starvation, and/or predators.  Luckily, 
neighbors took him in.  He proved to be 

a very good house rabbit, returning to his litter box when he 
needed to use it while running about the house.  But the good 
rescuers realized that they couldn’t keep him, and turned to us, 
writing, “Please see that he isn’t cold, or hungry, or afraid” 
which seemed like a nice summary of the first thing we do for 
the rabbits who come to us.  Lucky is very friendly with 
people, eagerly coming to ask for attention when people are 
present.  DOB: 2006, 4 ¾ lb. 
 
Alexis 
This extraordinarily beautiful rabbit is a 
Dutch with Harlequin coloring.  She was a 
stray who was taken to Adams County 
Animal Shelter, and she’s happy to be here 
with us now.  Alexis is as sweet as she is pretty, coming to the 
front of her crate for human attention.  DOB: 2008, 4 lb. 
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 Rosa Hope 
 Toto   Lolly 
  Draven and Malibu 
 Cassidy Daisy 
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Kiki 
Kiki’s former mom is an airline 
attendant who needed to fly more 
trips, thanks to the current financial 
crisis.  So we took Kiki, with the 
understanding that, as soon as he 

was ready, he would be paired and the couple adopted by 
the former mom’s good friend, Ann, a long time member 
of CO-HRS.  We thought he would be ready as soon as he 
was neutered, but discovered that he had kidney disease.  
After a couple of month’s treatment that has been taken 
care of, but he also has genital swelling that hasn’t yet 
responded to treatment.  Meanwhile, he has been paired 
with Bianca, whom he adores, but now she has a serious 
problem with a wrist that is awaiting a biopsy report.  We 
hope that eventually these two will both be healthy and be 
able to go to their forever home.  DOB: 7/28/01, 3 ¼ lb. 
 
Beans and Corwin 
Corwin was born at HRS 
shortly after his mother came 
here from another shelter.  He 
was paired with Beans and 
went home with her, where he 
was loved and lived a happy life.  Sadly, due to the 
financial crisis, the family had to move in with other 
family members, who refused to welcome the rabbits, and 
so they had to come back to us.  Beans—DOB: 2/06, 2 ¼ 
lb; Corwin—DOB: 2/3/06, 5 ¾ lb. 
 
Chandra and Charmin 

Although not housed together, 
Chandra and Charmin were 
found together as strays near 
an apartment complex.  
Chandra is a large rabbit 
(approx. 8 lbs) with multi-

brown coloring (beautiful!!).  We have not yet determined 
her age.  Presently she is a bit mad at the world, wanting 
to be left alone, but we are sure within a few days she will 
have decided that she is glad she’s here, and will become 
friendly with us. 
 
Charmin is soft, soft, soft!  Still a baby 
perhaps two months old, Charmin is pure, 
fluffy white, with dark eyes.  We suspect 
that Chandra is her mom, but can’t be 
certain.  Charmin is as friendly and sociable 
as she is soft.  What an adorable little thing! 

Bonny and Bobby 
These bunnies were rescued at 
different times by a woman who 
was compassionate, but because of 
financial issues, had to work extra 
hours to make ends meet, and had 

no time to spend with these two.  Fortunately, they had each 
other, and are now awaiting a forever home.  Bonny—DOB: 
2007, 4 ½ lb; Bobby—DOB: 2008, 7 ¼ lb. 
 
Brandon 
Brandon’s family was evicted from 
their home, so they turned Brandon 
loose in the backyard, abandoning 
him to the possibilities of starvation, 
parasites, predators, injury, and 
illness.  Fortunately, a caring couple took him in and brought 
him to us.  Brandon is both friendly with people and a lively 
guy.  DOB: 2004, 5 ½ lb. 
 

Lilly 
Lilly was a gift to a family who didn’t 
want her, and so she spent her early life 
in a small outdoor hutch, lonely, bored, 
and miserable, 24/7.  It was to her 
advantage that her people dumped her at 

the Longmont Shelter, since from there, she came to us, where 
she will eventually get a partner and a forever home.  
Meanwhile, she is a happy bunny who likes people.  DOB: 
Early 2007, 4 ½ lb. 
 
Lotus 
Lotus was also a gift to a family 
who didn’t want her, and she spent 
her early life in a small wire cage in 
a basement, 24/7.  What a relief it 
was when the people finally 
dumped her at the Longmont shelter, who then sent her to us.  
Lotus has startlingly blue eyes, and is an eager, happy, 
friendly bunny.  DOB: Early 2007, 3 ½ lb. 

 
Theresa and Baron 
When this pair’s human mom was 
deployed, we agreed to take her 
beloved rabbits.  But what a funny 
pair they turned out to be!  Theresa 
is a big Lop who leaps to the door 

of her crate, eager for attention.  Baron is a more reserved sort 
who offers his velvety self in a manner befitting his royal 
dignity (he’s a Rex).  It is rare for rabbits of such different 
body types and temperaments to bond, so if you want variety 
in your rabbits, this is the pair for you!  Theresa—DOB: 2006, 
7 ¾ lb; Baron—DOB: 2005, 3 ¾ lb. 
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Rosie 
A woman took her small male 
bunny to Denver Dumb 
Friends’ League to find him a 
partner.  They brought Rosie 
out, dripping urine from her 

soaked bottom, malnourished, and unable to hop.  The 
woman was shocked!  Although Rosie wasn’t an 
appropriate partner for her bunny, she adopted her just 
to save her.  We are all surprised that she hadn’t 
already been killed there, since DDFL seldom keeps a 
rabbit older than a year, and certainly not one needing 
medical care.  The woman then brought her little male 
to us to find an appropriate partner, and we took Rosie. 
 
Since she has been here, she has gained weight, 
developed muscle in her legs, is no longer urine 
soaked, and blood work shows that she is healthy 
except for needing to gain strength in her legs and put 
on a little more weight.  She has a most delightful 
personality, even coming to us from across the room 
when we call her name!  DOB: Late 2004, 6 ¾ lb. 
 
Shea 
Shea is a beautiful English Angora 
rabbit who was severely matted when 
she arrived at Colorado Humane.  Her 
people told them that she would chew 
the mats off herself!!!  How absurd!  It 
took us six hours to de-mat her (the 
mats weighed 9-12 ounces) and of 
course, the skin was in bad shape because of the mats.  
However, her skin quickly healed, and she’s working 
on a new wool coat, which she will donate to us when 
she molts again. 
 
Mat-free, Shea is feeling sleek and sassy, and looking 
forward to a new home where they have a nice bunny 
comb and some consideration. She noticed the people 
around her always combed their own hair every day. 
She sure hopes her next family will do the same for 
her!  DOB: 2006, 6 ½ lb. 
 

Norman 
Norman was a stray who was found 
wandering around trying to figure out 
what to do.   The people who found him 
took him to Adams County Animal 
Shelter, and from there, he came to us.  

Norman is very friendly, eager, and lots of fun.  DOB: 
2006, 4 ½ lb. 

Daisy Mae 
A “friend” gave this pretty 
Silver Martin girl to a family 
who knew nothing about rabbits 
and didn’t bother to try to learn 
about them.  For six months, she 

lived in a wire cage in a child’s room where she was 
alone most of the time.  She had no toys.  Boredom and 
lack of interaction with people led to her lack of 
socialization, so when people did on occasion try to 
interact with her, she would bite.  The best thing that 
ever happened to her was to be dumped at a shelter, 
from which she then came to us.  
 
She is now learning to trust people, as well as learning 
that her teeth are not necessary when she interacts with 
human friends.  DOB: 7/08, 6 ¼ lb. 
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If tears could build a stairway and memories a lane, I’d 
walk right up to heaven and bring you home again.  
Author Unknown 
 
Our hearts ache for your loss.  We hope you will be 
consoled in knowing you gave these bunnies the best 
years of their lives. 

�� Chris Mueller's Howard   
�� Beverly and Kerry Endsley's Albert  and Scout  
�� Lora Stapish's Whitney  
�� Elizabeth Smith’s Chuckie   
�� Pam True and Vicki Gamble's Truman  
�� Chris Mack’s Pancho  
�� Nancy LaRoche's Audrey  
�� Dawn Combs' Velvet  
�� Stephanie Sokolov's Thumper  
�� Celicia Brown's Maggie  
�� Sara Miller's Duke 
�� Teresa Mazotti's Kyra   
�� Ellen Janes' Kaylee   
�� Konnie Olson's Peyton  
�� Lisa Harrop's Hershey  
�� Amanda Crunk's Rosie  
�� Sara Runyon's Sheldon  
�� Anne Blasing and Susan's Truman  
�� Gwyneth Churchill's May 
�� Sandy McFall’s Antoinette 
�� Tatiana and Christoph Goss' Murray  
�� David Champion's Rosebud  (at the age of 15 

years) 
�� The Campos's George  
�� Jay and Chandra Miller's Ohana 
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Twix and Spencer 
Twix was purchased as a 
family pet and then brought to 
us for pairing.  She and 
Spencer fell in love, and 
everything seemed wonderful.  

A year later, their people asked if they could trade them 
for bigger rabbits, because the little ones didn’t seem 
compatible with their young children!  We said, “No” 
(we aren’t a Rent-a-Pet, and it isn’t right for the rabbits 
to lose their home just because people decide they want 
something different).   However, fearing that if the 
people didn’t want these two, they wouldn’t give them 
the love and attention they deserved, we offered to take 
them back. 
 
These two are actually “perfect” dwarves, meticulous 
with their litter box, never nipping people, leaping and 
playing when out of their crate, but not suitable for 
small children (no rabbit is).  Both are cautiously 
friendly, and enthusiastically friendly once they know a 
person can be trusted.  Twix—DOB: Late 2007, 3 ¼ lb; 
Spencer—DOB: 5/07, 2 ½ lb. 
 
Skittles 
This tiny bit of bunny is so cute, it 
almost hurts!  (We’ve been 
threatening to put a red harness on 
him and hang him from a Christmas 
tree.)  Given as a gift to a man, 
Skittles spent the first year of his life in a roomy hutch 
outside, alone, and without toys.  When the man 
moved, he left Skittles at a shelter, but when they saw 
that he had conjunctivitis, they asked us to take him, 
which we did.  At 1 ½ lb, Skittles is a little 
underweight, but will probably never be over 2 lb.  He 
is friendly and loves to be held.  DOB: Late 2007. 
 

Barry 
Poor Barry belonged to a family 
who knew nothing about relating 
to a rabbit.  As a result, he 
became fearful and territorial, and 
would nip and bite when 

approached.  Because they had a small child, they were 
afraid the child would be badly injured, so they left 
Barry at the Humane Society of Boulder County, where 
of course, they considered him unadoptable.  We are 
working on helping Barry feel safe and comfortable 
with people. 
DOB: 7/08, 4 ¾ lb.����

Baxter 
This big boy was a stray, 
rescued and taken to Adams 
County Animal Shelter.  As 
soon as he could be released, 
we took him.  Baxter actually 
seems to be a Mini Lop/French Lop mix—he’s 
certainly a big boy, with some of the personality traits 
of a French Lop—friendly and relaxed.  DOB: 2004, 7 
lb. 
 

Regina 
This lovely little Rex was a 
stray taken to Adams 
County Animal Shelter.  It 
must have been hard for her 
to be a stray, for when she 

arrived here she was obviously frightened of 
“everything.”  Within a few days, however, she began 
to relax, and now welcomes our touch, coming out 
from under her favorite stool to be sure we don’t pass 
without petting her.  DOB: 2007, 5 ¼ lb. 
 
Blix 
Blix came to us from Table Mountain 
Animal Center because there were 
“spots” in his eyes that needed to be 
looked at by a veterinarian.  They 
turned out to be small corneal scars, 
needing no treatment.  Blix was shy at first, but is 
easily handled and is daily becoming less shy.  Like 
any rabbit, he just needs to know that he’s safe.  DOB: 
7/08, 5 ½ lb. 
 
Daphne 
Daphne came to us from Table Mountain Animal 
Center at the ripe old age of 2 months because she had 
a splay leg, and we hoped that, with veterinary care, it 
could be corrected.  Unfortunately, the problem turned 
out to be lack of blood supply to the ball of the hip 
joint, which therefore never developed.  Daphne is a 
spunky little thing though, standing up on her tiptoes to 
see how high she can reach and racing around as fast as 
she can go.  She’s currently in foster care, getting lots 
of daily exercise so that her “good” leg will develop 
plenty of strength, since there is a possibility that the 
splay leg will eventually have to be removed.  DOB: 
1/09, 2 lb and growing. 

����
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The following 41 rabbits have been adopted since 
the last newsletter.  Congratulations to them and 
their new families!  The lives of these bunnies and 
their human companions will be forever and 
immeasurably enriched through these adoptions. 
 

�� Marvin and Sheila will be living with 
Kristin McWilliams 

�� Sugar Bunn and Bandero will be living with 
Carol Kaito and Bob Lutz 

�� Draven and Malibu will be living with 
Stacie and Dave Decker 

�� Luci  will be living with Tray Dubray 
�� Gabby and Hannibal will be living with 

Humberto Zelaya III 
�� Rita and Angie will be living with Noelle 

and Tim Little 
�� Stuart will be living with Rebecca Shattuck 
�� Elroy and Hopi will be living with Lisa and 

Timothy Stewart 
�� Toto will be living with Robyn Meier 
�� Amy will be living with Mary Rauch 
�� Adele and Socks will be living with Linda 

Dunlap Taylor 
�� Viola and Joey will be living with Pat and 

Sandra Kohl 
�� Marshmallow will be living with Rachel 

Bellamy 
�� Daisy will be living with Sally Clode 
�� Sonny and Peter will be living with Cindy 

Capen 
�� Hilary  will be living with Stephanie Sarsfield 
�� Mallory  will be living with Chris Mack 
�� Rosa will be living with Jeff and Paula Shafer 
�� Cassidy will be living with Jeanne Rooney 
�� Sarah will be living with Patti and Chris 

Weiland 
�� Mara will be living with Mike Stein 
�� Stormy and Calypso will be living with 

Celicia Brown 
�� Waffles will be living with Beverly and 

Kerry Endsley 
�� Nicole and Humphrey will be living with 

Stephanie and Mike Kimlicko  
�� Ashes and Andy will be living with Josh and 

Jillian Randles 
�� Cathryn and Miles will be living with 

Konnie Olsen 
�� Louis and Lucetta will be living with Rachel 

Bellamy 
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Colorado House Rabbit Society 
P.O. Box 238 
Broomfield, CO 80038-0238 
www.coloradohrs.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VETERINARIANS: 
Please place in your waiting room. 

Thanks! 

 


